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Rapper Joshua Turner aka Dem Atlas in his basement performance space Saturday in 
Minneapolis. The Twin Cities native released his first EP, Charlie Brown, earlier this month 
and will be performing at the Triple Rock on Saturday.
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Higher education backers are excit-
ed that the governor’s budget proposal 
could substantially increase state grant 
funding for lower-income students. 

Gov. Mark Dayton’s biennial budget 
proposal provides $80 million for the Min-
nesota State Grant Program — a need-
based financial assistance program used 
by a quar ter of undergraduates at the 
University of Minnesota.

The proposed increase in student aid 
is the largest in more than 25 years, said 
Larry Pogemiller, director of the Minne-
sota Office of Higher Education.

 “We’ve slipped behind in higher 
education, and now we are in a catch-up 
mode,” said Rep. L yndon Carlson Sr., 
DFL-Crystal. “The governor is trying to 
get us there as rapidly as he can with his 
proposal.”

Minnesota has the third-highest post-
graduate student debt rate in the country, 
according to the Institute for College Ac-
cess and Success. 

 Less than two decades ago, students 
paid one-third of higher education costs, 
but because of the state’s recent cuts in 
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One of associate professor Joanna 
O’Connell’s colleagues pushed her tenure 
decision date past the typical six years so 
she could care for her parents who were ill 
with kidney cancer. 

Another delayed the process because he 
was ill himself.

Although faculty members at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota might “stop the ten-
ure clock” for different reasons, the major-
ity that choose to do so are women — and 
those numbers are growing.

The percentage of women still on the 
tenure clock at seven years increased from 
about 19 percent for female faculty mem-
bers starting between 1999 and 2001 to 
about 23 percent for women starting be-
tween 2002 and 2004, according to a pre-
sentation to the Board of Regents last year.  

Success rates in achieving tenure in the 
standard six years are higher for men at the 
University. But this is because more wom-
en decide to extend the evaluation period 
for reasons like pregnancy, adoption and 
caregiving, Vice Provost for Faculty and 
Academic Affairs Arlene Carney said.

In addition, fewer women have the 
higher rank of associate professor than 
men, Carney said, although the numbers 
are growing. Currently, about 60 percent of 
associate professors — the rank just under 
full professor — are men and 40 percent 
are women.

“There’s still a lot of inertia in the sys-
tem,” O’Connell said.
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University of Minnesota students will 
join thousands of environmentalists Satur-
day as they flock to Washington, D.C., to 
protest the use of fossil fuel. 

More than 20,000 people are expected 
to gather on the National Mall for the For-
ward on Climate Rally, an effort to convince 
President Barack Obama to reject the Key-
stone XL Pipeline Project.

The proposed $7 billion pipeline would 
expand the existing Keystone oil system to 
span from tar sands in Alberta, Canada to 
the Texas Gulf Coast. 

More than 40 people were arrested 
Wednesday for protesting the pipeline in 
front of the White House. Among those ar-
rested were the Sierra Club’s executive di-
rector Michael Brune, activist Bill McKib-
ben and lawyer Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Environmentalists have criticized the 
1,700-mile pipeline for its potential to in-
crease greenhouse gas emissions. They 
also worry that an oil spill could damage 
the air, water and terrain around it.

Supporters of the pipeline say it will in-
crease jobs and U.S. energy independence. 
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Betsy Hodges says some of 
her proudest accomplishments as 
a Minneapolis city councilwoman 
wouldn’t make her popular at a 
cocktail party.

But helping to fix a broken 
pension system for city employ-
ees that saved more than $20 mil-
lion on property taxes last year 
should help make her popular 
with voters, she said.

Hodges, who serves the 13th 
Ward in southwest Minneapolis, 
was one of the first candidates to 
announce an intention to run for 
Minneapolis mayor. She said her 
seven years’ experience on the 
City Council will set her apart in a 
crowded race.

Sen. Scott Dibble, DFL-Min-
neapolis, worked with Hodges on 
the pension issue and authored 
the bill to fix it at the state Legis-
lature.

It wasn’t the first time the two 
have worked together. Hodges 
said Dibble is the one who en-
couraged her to run for City 
Council in the first place; she was 
first elected in 2005.

Dibble, who now co-chairs 
Hodges’s campaign committee, 
said she’d be an excellent re-
placement for current mayor R.T. 
Rybak, who won’t seek a fourth 
term.

“She does her homework,” 
he said. “She’s really dug in and 
solved some difficult and thorny 
problems.”

Hodges said she’s also proud 
of the work she’s done on pub-
lic safety. She said she’s worked 
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Local rapper Dem Atlas 

manages to look both cool and 

uneasy as he scans the near-

empty coffee shop. When he 

sits down, his fingers drum on 

the table, but his words come 

out mellow and deliberate.

“Growing up, I was really 

popular,” Atlas said, “but I was 

also kind of laughed at.”

It only follows that Atlas 

feels a kinship with Charlie 

Brown, who is both the protag-

onist and outcast of his comic 

strip. That’s why Atlas named 

his recently released EP after 

the Peanuts character.

Atlas, known of f-stage as 

Joshua Turner, lived in Min-

neapolis for seven years before 

moving to the suburbs to at-

tend the predominantly white 

Eagan Senior High School.

“I was the only black per-

son,” Atlas said. “Kids called 

me Oreo.”

Atlas found outlets on his 

high school speech team and 

as the frontman for a rock 
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u See GRANTS Page 7
Right now, almost 11,000 undergraduates receive 

financial assistance from the grant program.

u See TENURE Page 6
Faculty members have a general apprehension 

toward “stopping the clock,” Carney said.

u See PROTEST Page 7
Obama has postponed his decision on the 

proposed pipeline but is expected to decide soon.

u See HODGES Page 20
She said expanding transit options in 

the city will help retain students.

u See DEM ATLAS Page 16

CHELSEA GORTMAKER, DAIILY
Minneapolis City Council member Betsy Hodges was the first 
candidate to announce her campaign for mayor.

Dayton proposed an $80M 
increase for the grant program. Often it’s for reasons like 

pregnancy and caregiving.

With a social 
justice background, 
Councilwoman Hodges 
stresses a city for all.
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