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U.S. consumers 
gain confi dence
WASHINGTON — 
Americans’ confi dence 
in the economy rose to 
its highest level in more 
than fi ve years, bolstered 
by a more optimistic 
outlook for hiring.
The Conference Board, 
a New York-based 
private research group, 
said Tuesday that its 
consumer confi dence 
index jumped to 81.4 in 
June, the best reading 
since January 2008.

Hurricane forms 
off Pacifi c coast
MIAMI — Hurricane 
Cosme has formed in the 
Pacifi c off the coast of 
Mexico. The hurricane’s 
maximum sustained 
winds Tuesday morning 
are near 75 mph 
with some additional 
strengthening possible 
during the day. The 
hurricane is expected 
to weaken today and 
Thursday.

Helicopter crash 
in India kills 8
GAUCHAR, India — An 
air force helicopter 
returning from a rescue 
mission in fl ood-ravaged 
northern India hit the 
side of a mountain 
and fell into a river on 
Tuesday, killing eight 
people, offi cials said.
Bad weather has 
hampered rescue efforts 
in Uttarakhand state, 
where more than 1,000 
people are believed to 
have died and thousands 
of others remain 
stranded in remote areas 
because of landslides 
and fl oods triggered by 
torrential monsoon rains.

Jane Austen may 
be new face on bill
LONDON — Pride and 
Prejudice novelist Jane 
Austen looks set to 
replace Charles Darwin 
as the face on Britain’s 
10-pound note.
The outgoing governor 
of the Bank of England 
made the suggestion 
Tuesday, after the bank 
drew complaints that 
women are ignored when 
it comes to choosing 
historical fi gures on 
British banknotes.

— For more on these stories, 
see  www.themonitor.com
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Whaling case set 
for court today
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
— The battle over 
Japan’s controversial 
whaling program is 
moving to the United 
Nations’ highest court.
Australia opens its 
case Wednesday at the 
International Court of 
Justice, arguing that 
Japan’s annual hunt in 
the icy waters around 
Antarctica is an illegal 
commercial activity 
outlawed since 1986 by 
an International Whaling 
Commission moratorium.
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By Matti Huuhtanen 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 
The Associated Press

MOSCOW — Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
bluntly rejected U.S. pleas 
to turn over National Secu-
rity Agen-
cy leaker 
E d w a r d 
S n o w d e n 
on Tuesday, 
saying he is 
free to trav-
el wherever 
he wants 
and insist-
ing that Russian security 
agencies haven’t contacted 
him.

Snowden is in the transit 
zone of a Moscow airport 
and has not passed through 
Russian immigration, Pu-

tin said, meaning he is not 
technically in Russia.

After arriving Sunday on 
a fl ight from Hong Kong, 
Snowden registered for a 
Havana-bound fl ight from 
Moscow on Monday en 
route to Venezuela and 
then pos-
sible asylum 
in Ecuador, 
but he didn’t 
board the 
plane.

Snowden’s 
whereabouts 
since then 
have been a 
mystery, and Putin’s com-
ments were the fi rst time 
Russia has made clear it 
knows where he is.

Speculation has been rife 
that Russian security agen-
cies might want to keep 

Snowden in Russia for a 
more thorough debriefi ng, 
but Putin denied that.

“Our special servic-
es never worked with 
Mr. Snowden and aren’t 
working with him today,” 
Putin said at a news con-
ference during a visit to 
Finland.

Putin said that because 
there is no extradition 
agreement with the United 
States, it couldn’t meet the 
U.S. request.

“Mr. Snowden is a free 
man, and the sooner he 
chooses his fi nal destination 
the better it is for us and for 
him,” Putin said. “I hope it 
will not affect the business-
like character of our rela-
tions with the United States 
and I hope that our partners 
will understand that.”

U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry said Tuesday that 
though the United States 
does not have an extradition 
treaty with Russia, it wants 
Moscow to comply with 
common law practices be-
tween countries where fu-
gitives are concerned.

Putin’s staunch refusal 

to consider deporting
Snowden shows the Rus-
sian president’s readi-
ness to further challenge 
Washington at a time
when U.S.-Russian rela-
tions are already strained
over Syria and a Russian
ban on adoptions by
Americans.

A Kremlin decision to 
provide even temporary 
shelter and safe transit
to Snowden would em-
barrass Washington. And 
despite Putin’s denial, se-
curity experts believe the
Russian special services
wouldn’t miss the chance
to question a man who is 
believed to hold reams of 
classifi ed U.S. documents 
and can shed light on how
the U.S. intelligence agen-
cies collect information.

Putin denies request to turn over Snowden

By David Espo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Senate Repub-
licans are split over the immigra-
tion bill steaming toward approval 
at week’s end, a divide that renders
the ultimate fate of White House-
backed legislation unpredictable 
in the House and complicates the 
party’s ability to broaden its appeal 
among Hispanic voters.

To some Republicans, the 
strength of Senate GOP support
for the bill is all but irrelevant to
its prospects in the House. Conser-
vatives there hold a majority and 
generally oppose a core provision
in the Senate measure, a pathway 
to citizenship for immigrants living 
in the United States illegally.

Any such impact is “greatly over-
rated,” said Missouri Sen. Roy Blunt,
who previously served as chief vote
counter for House Republicans.

But Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., of-
fered a different view. A Senate 
vote on Monday to toughen bor-
der security with thousands of new 
agents and billions of dollars in 
technology “obviously makes final 
legislation more likely,” the party’s 
2012 vice presidential nominee 
said on CBS.

One prominent Democrat, 
Sen. Chuck Schumer of New York, 
also says House sentiment can be 
changed, particularly through the 
addition of strong border security
measures of the kind that resulted
from negotiations with previously
uncommitted Republicans.

“I believe a large bipartisan vote
will wake up our colleagues ... in 
the House,” Schumer said shortly
before the Senate inserted a re-
quirement for 20,000 new Bor-
der Patrol agents and a total of 
700 miles of fencing along the bor-
der with Mexico.

“Hopefully, as congressmen look 
how their senators voted, they will 
be influenced by it.”

In the key Senate showdown so 
far, 15 Republicans voted to ad-
vance the legislation that tough-
ens border security at the same 
time it creates a chance at citizen-
ship for 11 million immigrants liv-
ing in the United States illegally.
Another 27 voted to keep the bill 
bottled up.

Republicans who voted to block 
the legislation generally did so af-
ter saying it would not deliver on 
its promise of operational control
of the border.

“When you look at it, it doesn’t, 
and they know it,” Sen. Jeff Ses-
sions, R-Ala., said of the bill’s
backers, who quickly disputed
the charge.

By Michael Graczyk
The Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — Jim Willett remembers the night 
of Dec. 6, 1982, when he was assigned to guard a mortuary 
van that had arrived at the death house at the 
Huntsville prison.

“I remember thinking: We’re really going to do 
this. This is really going to happen,” says Willett, 
who was a captain for the Texas Department of 
Corrections.

When the van pulled away early the next 
morning, it carried to a nearby funeral home 
the body of convicted killer Charlie Brooks, who 
had just become the fi rst Texas prisoner execut-
ed since a Supreme Court ruling six years earlier allowed the 
death penalty to resume in the United States.

What was unusual then has become rote. On Wednes-
day, barring a reprieve, Kimberly McCarthy will become

Photos by Pat Sullivan | The Associated Press
The gurney is seen May 27, 2008, in Huntsville, where Texas’ condemned are strapped down to receive a lethal dose of 

drugs. The fi rst execution by lethal injection in Texas occurred in 1982. Since then, the state has executed 

499 prisoners.

Death penalty opponent Joanne Gavin holds out her sign June 12 for 

passing motorists outside the prison before the execution of confessed 

killer Elroy Chester in Huntsville, Texas.

�
Mr. Snowden is a 

free man, and the 

sooner he chooses 

his fi nal destination 

the better it is for us 

and for him.”

Vladimir Putin
on his decision not to 

honor the U.S. request to 
extradite NSA leaker

Snowden

500
1819: George Brown is fi rst person 
executed in Texas, by hanging.

1863: Chipita Rodriguez is fi rst 
woman executed in Texas, by hanging.

1923: Lee Nathan becomes the last 
of 394 people executed by hanging.

1924: Charles Reynolds becomes fi rst 
inmate to die in the electric chair in 
Huntsville as state takes over 
executions.

1963: Joseph Johnson is the last 
of 361 Texas prisoners to die in the 
electric chair.

1972: U.S. Supreme Court fi nds death 
penalty “cruel and unusual;” death 
sentences of 52 people in Texas are 
commuted to life in prison.

1976: U.S. Supreme Court holds 
Georgia death penalty statute consti-
tutional, setting stage for resumption 
of executions.

1977: Texas adopts lethal injection 
method.

1982: Texas inmate Charlie Brooks 
becomes fi rst in United States to 
receive lethal injection.

1998: Karla Tucker becomes fi rst 
woman executed in Texas since Civil 
War.

2000: Texas executes a record 
40 prisoners in one year.

2013: Texas schedules execution of 
Kimberly McCarthy, number 500 by 
lethal injection.

Texas death-penalty milestones:

Senate on 
track to pass 
immigration 
reform bill

Woman prepares to die today in state’s landmark execution

McCarthy
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TEXAS | Capital punishment

Measure’s fate uncertain 
in GOP-controlled House


