
Only $3,800
(With free Whitening)

Smiles!
Feel good  about your Smile 

and your Dentist

Roxana R. Lopez, D.D.S., PA
Preston Plaza: 600 East Griffin Pkwy,

Suite A,  Mission
www.roxanalopezdds.com
956-583-9600956-583-9600

Call Today for appointment

6 Month
Smile Cosmetic Braces

(956) 447-3100
1409 W. Business 83 Weslaco, TX. 78596

keystone@wlsapts.com

“Live in the 
       Center of it All”

Warehouse
(next to H.E.B.)

FOR SALE
Financing

Available by Owner.
Low Down Payments

OR

FOR RENT
Starting at

20¢ per Sq.Ft.

(956) 330-0808

956-682-3431
1023 N. 23rd, 
McAllen, Tx

ceballosfuneralhome.com

“A Tradition 
in Excellence”

Ceballos
Welcome

Since 1917

YOU ARE INVITED 
AS OUR 

SPECIAL GUEST
TO A 
FREE

INFORMATION 
WORKSHOP

Designed to inform 
you about  

Senior Financial 
Survival for the 

New Year
and beyond

Call
1-877-954-1580
For 2014 Workshop

Schedule

Come see us at our 
New Location

Mission Salvage 
Center Store Racks

Everything for your 
store needs!

 “SAY YES TO AVON!”

Toll Free: 
1-800-381-6887

www.youravon.com/acastillo

CONTACT 

AURORA
CASTILLO
(956) 581-0556

START YOUR OWN 
AVON BUSINESS

JESSICA
TORRES

 (956) 279-1607
Ind.Sls.Reps.

BORDERBUSINESS
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By Joshua Partlow
The Washington Post 

ABOARD THE CENTE-
NARIO OIL PLATFORM, 
Gulf of Mexico — More 
than 3,000 feet below 
these waves, with a drill 
bit wider than a human 
thigh, Mexico is digging 
for its future.

The gulf is one of the 
world’s great largely unex-
plored reservoirs of oil and 
gas, industry experts say, 
but the state-run oil mo-
nopoly Pemex so far has 
lacked the money and tech-
nical capacity to extract 
from its deeper waters.

Now that the country has 
passed legislation opening 
up its beleaguered oil in-
dustry to outsiders for the 
first time in 75 years, the 
government is hoping that 
future partnerships with 
foreign companies to drill 
for hard-to-access under-
sea oil will mean billions 
of dollars of new revenue. 

“The easy oil is all gone,” 
said Jose Luis Sanchez 

Mosqueda, a well engi-
neer on the Centenario 
platform. “We need to get 
unconventional oil.”

Mexican oil produc-
tion has fallen by nearly a 
quarter in the past decade 
as the easy targets dry up, 
and Pemex has struggled 
with inefficiency and  
mismanagement.

“We’re facing a pretty se-
rious crisis,” said Miriam 
Grunstein, an oil specialist 
at CIDE, a public research 
university in Mexico City.

Pemex officials estimate 
that 50 billion barrels of oil 
may reside in the depths 
of the gulf, more than all 
their proven reserves on 
land and in shallower wa-
ters. In the gulf’s Ameri-
can waters, oil companies 
have been pumping oil for 
years from deep waters, 
defined as anything below 
500 meters. 

Centenario is one of 
four rigs Pemex is renting 
to make its first explor-
atory wells in deep water. 
Of the 28 wells associated 

with those rigs, Pemex of-
ficials say they have found 
evidence of oil or gas at 
15. The company’s head of 
exploration and produc-
tion, Carlos Morales, pre-
dicted that deep-water oil 
could one day account for 
as much as 30 percent of 

Mexico’s production. 
But to go from explora-

tion to production requires 
years of planning and a 
fortune in investment to 
build the machinery and 
piping to start delivering 
oil — infrastructure that 
energy analyst George 

Baker described as “a small 
city on the seafloor.” Di-
sasters such as BP’s Deep-
water Horizon oil spill in 
2010 are vivid reminders 
of the risks of offshore 
drilling. 

By Rod Santa Ana III
r-santaana@tamu.edu

SAN JUAN — Those new 
to the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley or new to garden-
ing in the area have an op-
portunity learn the basics 

in “Garden-
ing in South 
Texas,” to be 
held on two 
consecutive 
S a t u r d a y s 

in February, according to 
Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service personnel.

The AgriLife Extension 
class, presented in con-
junction with the Deep 
South Texas Master Gar-
deners Association, will 
be held from 9 a.m. to  
3 p.m. Feb. 1 and Feb. 8 at 
the North San Juan Com-
munity Center, 511 E. Ear-
ling in San Juan, located 
on the Nolana Loop ex-
tension, just east of Raul 
Longoria Road.

Registration is $55 per 
person, including lunch 
and the class textbook.

“These classes will be 
especially helpful for 
those who have recent-
ly moved here or who 

may just be getting into 
gardening, like a new 
homeowner,” said Bar-
bara Storz, the AgriLife 
Extension horticulturist 
in Hidalgo County. “This 
annual class is so popu-
lar, we always have some 
people who repeat the 
program.”

Janice McConaha, a 
Master Gardener and 
program committee 
chair, said the Feb. 1 class 
is on landscaping and 
the Feb. 8 class will focus 
on vegetable gardening  

and citrus.
“On Feb. 1 we’ll consid-

er turf-less lawns as a way 
to conserve water, survive 
the drought and provide 
valuable habitat for native 
wildlife,” she said. “We 
will also cover small space 
landscapes, container gar-
dening and weed control, 
and how best to use native 
trees and grasses in the 
landscape.”

There will also be a ses-
sion on seasons and what  

By Steve Clark 
The Brownsville Herald

The U.S. Small Business 
Administration has elimi-
nated fees on small busi-
ness loans under $150,000 
as a way of encouraging 
pioneering entrepreneurs 
to grow or start a business.

The “zero-fee” program, 
which started Oct. 1, 
waives the up-front guar-
anty fee on the borrower, 
as well as the annual ser-
vice fee on the lender for 
loans of $150,000 or less 
that are approved during 
fiscal year 2014, which 
ends Sept. 30.

Angela Burton, deputy 
district director of the 
SBA’s Lower Rio Grande 
Valley District Office, said 
that since the start of the 
program 19 borrowers had 

saved $11,000 collectively 
on fees. Savings can be as 
high as $3,000 for an indi-
vidual borrower, she said.

Burton said the Lower 
Valley District closed fis-
cal year 2013 with more 
than 25 lenders making 
166 loans through the 
SBA’s guaranty program. 
Of the loans approved, 
nearly 60 percent were for  
$100,000 or less, she said.

Loans in that range fre-
quently go toward financ-
ing start-up businesses 
and entrepreneurs in un-
derserved communities 
— women, minorities and 
veterans, for example.

According to the Urban 
Institute, women- and mi-
nority-owned businesses 
are three to five times more 
likely to get loans through 
the SBA than through con-
ventional channels, Bur-
ton said. It’s the small-dol-
lar borrower who typically 
faces the most obstacles to 
accessing credit, she said.

SBA offering 
‘zero-fee’ loans
Borrowers in Lower 
Valley District have 
collectively saved 
$11,000 in program

Photos by Dario Lopez-Mills | The Associated Press
Oil worker Vicente Gonzalez looks up as the drill is pulled upward Nov. 22, 2013, on the Centenario 
deep-water drilling platform off the coast of Veracruz, Mexico, in the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Centenario deep-water drilling 
platform stands off the coast of Veracruz, 

Mexico, in the Gulf of Mexico.

The deep
Can Pemex handle offshore drilling?

Mexico’s state-run oil company so far has 
lacked capacity to tap into Gulf’s reserves

See PEMEX  |  2D

Popular South Texas gardening 
class set for Saturdays next month

AgriLife Extension photo by Rod Santa Ana
A large tree adorns the wrought iron gate at the entrance to the 
South Texas Master Gardeners Educational Garden at the North 
San Juan Community Center.
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