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Like most 6-year-olds, Char-
lie Knuth loves to swim and 
run through sprinklers. 

But this wasn’t always the 
case. 

Because of a rare genetic 
skin disease — Epidermoly-
sis bullosa — blisters covered 
90 percent of his body for the 
first four years of his life. Bath-
ing was once a daily struggle 
involving infection-preventing 
bleach, restraints and Charlie’s 
screams of agony.

Today, blisters have been 
reduced to about 5 percent of 

Charlie’s body after treatment 
at the University of Minneso-
ta’s Amplatz Children’s Hospi-
tal.

“The water that once tor-
tured him is now a pure de-
light,” said Trisha Knuth, 
Charlie’s mother.

The hospital is home to 
the only program in the world 
that ef fectively researches 
and treats children with EB 
through bone marrow trans-

plants, said Jakub Tolar, a pedi-
atric blood and marrow trans-
plant physician at the hospital. 

EB causes the skin to be so 
fragile that even slight friction 
can cause severe blistering in-
side and outside of the body. 

Without the treatment, the 
outlook for children who suf-
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A down year in the Big Ten 
Conference could cause the 
University of Minnesota to lose 

money for sending its football 
team to a bowl game for the 
first time since 2009.

On Sunday, the Gophers 
accepted an invitation to the 
Meineke Car Care Bowl of 
Texas. They had lobbied to 
get into the bowl, which will be 
played Dec. 28 at Reliant Sta-
dium in Houston.

But they’ll only receive a 
small fraction of the $1.7 mil-
lion the Big Ten receives 
for the University’s bowl  

appearance.
Each year the Big Ten re-

ceives a payout from bowls 
in which its teams compete, 
which it distributes evenly to 
eligible schools. 

The conference has seven 
bowl-eligible schools in 2012, 
three fewer than last year. Only 
Wisconsin made a Bowl Cham-
pionship Series game this sea-
son, which generates much 
more revenue than other bowls 
because of television deals and 

ticket sales.
Last year, Michigan and 

Wisconsin competed in BCS 
games.

The conference will make 
less bowl money than it did in 
2011 because only one team is 
playing in a BCS game, accord-
ing to Scott Chipman, the Big 
Ten’s assistant commissioner 
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Kat Chelstrom writes in the back of her 
notebook when her professors do some-
thing notable so she can mention it in her 
end-of-semester evaluation. 

The University of Minnesota design se-
nior said it’s the only way she can get out 
her opinion.

But while the information students 
share in the Student Rating of Teaching 
forms each semester could be helpful to 
them when registering for classes, the re-
sults are mostly unavailable to them. 

As part of its platform this year, the Min-
nesota Student Association’s University 
Policies and Student Concerns Committee 
would like to publicly release all data from 
the SRT’s student release questions — a 
designated set of questions at the end of 
the evaluation.

Currently, teachers must approve the 
release of this data before the start of the 
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As the University of Minnesota’s greek 
population rises, so does expansion interest 
from new fraternities.

 The greek community added more than 
700 members to fraternities and sororities 
this fall, sparking interest from four frater-
nities — Theta Chi, Alpha Sigma Phi, Zeta 
Beta Tau and Zeta Psi — which are current-
ly coordinating expansion efforts with the 
University’s Office of Fraternity and Soror-
ity Life. 

Despite growth, the greek community 
remains one of the smallest in the Big Ten, 
with only 6 percent of the student popula-
tion. 

Matt Levine, program director for  
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Minneapolis on Mon-
day night denied an appli-
cation to move the city’s 
only plasma center.

The proposal would’ve 
moved the Stadium Vil-
lage CSL Plasma Center 
one block along Univer-
sity Avenue to make way 
for CPM Development’s 

WaHu, a 333-unit student 
housing project.

The Planning Commis-
sion unanimously denied 
the move, disapproving of 
the required rezoning that 
would put it at the same 
zoning district as pawn 
shops, firearm stores, sex 
shops and exterminators. 
Instead, the commission 
hopes to amend the Min-
neapolis zoning code, to 
allow CSL — and other 
plasma or blood donation 
centers — to be built in 
more locations.

According to CPM 
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For the past year, the Minnesota Pub-
lic Interest Research Group intensely fo-
cused its efforts on defeating both the mar-
riage and voter ID proposed constitutional 
amendments.

Since both failed, the activist group is 
now honing its goals and will focus largely 
on higher education issues, like the 2013 
budget and legislation that could provide 
student-loan relief.

“It’s a budget year this year in the leg-
islative session, so we really have to be de-
fending education funding,” said Michelle 
Thimios, co-chair of the group’s University 
of Minnesota chapter. “It’s going to be a 
huge priority of ours this year.”

In addition to working to increase fund-
ing to the University, the higher education 
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seek return to 
campus
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MPIRG works to forgive student debt
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u See BOWL GAMES Page 7
Athletics will receive $1.5M from the Big 

Ten’s bowl revenues to cover expenses.

u See EB Page 3
Children can die from the risky bone 

marrow treatment.

u See EVALUATIONS Page 12
Results of some evaluations are already 

posted on a University website.

u See FRATERNITIES Page 3

u See PLASMA Page 12 u See MPIRG Page 12

CHELSEA GORTMAKER, DAILY
Dr. Jakub Tolar, associate professor of pediatrics in the Division of Blood and Marrow Transplant at the Wings of Hope fundraiser brunch speaks with 
Camden Seymour, brother of Quinn Seymour, who passed away because of her rare skin disease, epidermolysis bullosa, on Saturday in Maple Grove. 
EB makes the skin so fragile that it tears away from the body, easily causing serious wounds and recurrent blisters.

EMILY DUNKER, DAILY
Youth studies, sociology and social justice junior Brian Dailey-Arndt passes his 
ballot to political science senior Sydney Jordan during MPIRG elections Mon-
day at Coffman Union. 

Few teachers OK the release 
of their feedback forms now.

The U will likely 
receive less money 
from the Big Ten than 
last year, when it 
didn’t play in a bowl.

The U’s treatment 
for Epidermolysis 
bullosa is the only 
one of its kind in the 
world. 

A councilman hopes 
to amend the zoning 
code, which would 
help CSL move.
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